Vasculitis-induced colonic strictures: report of two cases.
The clinical presentations of gastrointestinal involvement from systemic vasculitis are diverse. Colonic involvement from systemic vasculitis is unusual. We report the first case of a symptomatic colonic stricture associated with rheumatoid vasculitis and another associated with systemic lupus erythematosus. The clinical, radiologic, and histologic features of two cases of symptomatic colonic strictures secondary to colonic involvement with vasculitis are described. The literature covering gastrointestinal involvement from vasculitis in these conditions is reviewed. Surgical resection of the colonic strictures was required in both patients and had a satisfactory outcome. These cases provide further evidence of the protean clinical presentations of intestinal involvement in systemic vasculitis. Although immunosuppression has been shown to be of value in the treatment of vasculitis affecting the gastrointestinal tract, surgical resection is required for established strictures.